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How We Will Spend Our Summer
Calendar of
Events
April 14—August 16
The Great War: Arkansas
in World War I
Historic Arkansas Museum
July 3—July 31
The Great War: Arkansas
in World War I
Arkansas National Guard Museum
Camp Robinson
June 2—July 3
African American Legislators
Traveling Exhibit
Texarkana Museums Systems
July 17-Augut 7
Fought in Earnest: Civil War
Arkansas Traveling Exhibit
Calico Rock Museum
See our website for more events and
exhibit locations!

For most people, the summer is a time of easy living,
vacations, and few pressing responsibilities. For the
staff at the Arkansas State Archives, it is one of our
busiest times of the year. Our research room sees
more traffic during the summertime as avid
genealogists, historians, and even history buffs visit
hoping to fill gaps in their research. For some
visitors, the State Archives will be the sole
destination on a trip while for others, it’s a stop
along the way in the middle of a larger journey.
Regardless, our research room is open six days a
week for visiting patrons.
But if you aren’t taking a trip and don’t have plans to
visit our research room over the summer, we have
some great material online that you can check out
while at home (or for free in our research
room). One of the newest online endeavors the State Advertisement for the Majestic Hotel and Bath House in Hot Springs, from the
Archives has tackled is the digitization of a number
Arkansas Gazette, June 25, 1922
of newspapers. Recently, we completed a grantfunded, collaborative digitization project through Newspapers.com, where you can now research 24 different
Arkansas newspapers. And as any researcher knows, newspaper research can produce some interesting results.
For instance, a search for the term, “summer vacation,” reveals that the idea of a summer vacation hasn’t always
been viewed positively.
Most on the minds of professional educators was the worry that students would forget all of the important things
they had learned throughout the school year while others fretted that students would get into mischief during the
summer break. An editorial appearing in the Arkansas Democrat worried that a roving band of idle-minded
children would populate our streets in the summer, and that none of them
would be ready to return to school in the fall, “They have become, through the
vacation period, accustomed to one continual round of pleasure, and they
dislike to return to the school room to grind against examination day.”
The most controversial aspect of summer, though, especially in the days before
compulsory education, was that students would not want to return to school
due to finding well-paying summer jobs. The same editorial that complained
about the idle mob complained that “It has been shown that the summer
vacation is one of the greatest obstacles to education. Pupils who are doing well
in the schools at the close of the session are allowed to engage in business
during the summer, and when the time for the opening of the schools comes
around again they are disinclined, in many instances, to leave their earnings
and return to their books.”

Despite the worries that our students would quickly forget what they learned
over the year, Arkansans set out to explore our state. “The exodus already has
begun,” reported the Arkansas Gazette on June 5, 1921, “Many are planning the
Exploring the country: Andrew Waldo, North Little Rock resident, stops with his family at the trip by automobile, and a common sight is the family car, looking like a cross
Continental Divide in 1921. From the Ernie Deane Collection.
between a hardware department and a summer camp.” We look forward to
seeing visiting researchers over the summer and hope that our readers will
have a chance to research the newly digitized newspapers online. In the
meantime, we wish our readers a happy and safe summer vacation!

Connect with Us on Social Media!

ASA Welcomes Bridget Wood
Over the past few years, we have been branching more and
more into the realm of digital projects, putting many of our
resources online for easy access on the internet. We have
been blessed to have had a great team that has made it
their mission to enlarge our digital footprint. This month,
we welcome Bridget Wood as our new digital archivist.
Bridget comes to the State Archives with a wide range of
knowledge and experience in digital archiving. She worked
on a project of processing audio and visual materials in the
Jim Guy Tucker Papers at the Center for Arkansas History
and Culture. She also worked as a digital services lab
manager, where she worked on virtual exhibits including
the recently released digital exhibit for Arkansas’s Suffrage
Centennial website.
Bridget grew up in El Dorado and attended Southern
Arkansas University at Magnolia, graduating with a degree
in history. After graduation, she began working on her
Master’s in Public History from the University of Arkansas
at Little Rock. Apart from her academic career, she loves traveling. She has been to all fifty
states. She has also visited several corners of the globe, including South Korea and South Africa.
She is an avid outdoorsperson, loving to run and do yoga. Although she has no pets herself, she
does have an annoying neighbor dog she has lovingly nicknamed, “Yappy.”
Her main vision for the Arkansas State Archives is to organize our digital collections in order to
make them more available to the public. She is currently working on the Davis and Allied
Families Collection and helping to update our digitization guidelines. We look forward to
working with Bridget to expand our digital reach.
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One of our most interesting collections is the
Ila Upchurch Jeanes teacher project records.
Those interested in studying African American
schools have found this collection invaluable.
The Jeanes teachers were African American
teachers who were recruited to train African
American teachers and help strengthen the
segregated
African
American
schools
throughout the South.
In Arkansas, Ila
Upchurch filled that role throughout the 1930s
and 1940s. Her name is now remembered
fondly by the students and teachers that she
touched.

Ila Upchurch

This collection was made thanks to a grant
from the Arkansas Humanities Council and the
Black History Commission of Arkansas. The
collection contains reports about the Jeanes
program in Arkansas and programs from
meetings.
It also contains a number of
photographs of people and buildings
associated with the Jeanes in Nevada County,
Arkansas.

The research into the Jeanes program continues today with recent scholarship by
BHCA commissioner Dr. Cherisse Jones-Branch. She recently presented her research at
the British Agricultural History Society’s spring conference at Plumpton College in East
Sussex, England, with the session, “’Training as Will Fit Them for Their Work’: Jeanes
Supervising Industrial Teachers in Rural Jim Crow Arkansas, 1909-1950.” The BHCA
thanks Dr. Jones-Branch for her work and looks forward to her future scholarship.
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From the Director
Arkansas courthouses hold some of the most valuable historical records in our state. Marriage records,
early birth records, land deeds, copies of wills and probate records, naturalization records, military draft
records, and school records are among the treasures usually found in the archives of county courthouses.
Yet, perhaps no other type of historical record in Arkansas is as endangered as these local government
records. Arkansas already has lost many of its county records due to disasters – man-made and natural. In
the nineteenth century, courthouse fires unfortunately were a common cause of county record loss in
Arkansas. Floods and tornados also have done their parts to threaten our public records. While
improvements in courthouse construction and technologies like fire suppression systems have minimized
the widespread damage caused by fires in earlier times, in many Arkansas counties today public records
continue to be endangered.
A recent fire in the Lonoke County Courthouse resulted in thankfully only minimal damage to records held
in a storage area, while in other state courthouses, records are housed in storage areas that, by their very nature, threaten their longterm survival. These storage areas range from wet basements to attics, in which temperature and humidity fluctuates with the
weather outside. The presence of vermin is not uncommon; booklice feast on mold and the starches in book paste, and moths and
beetles tunnel through the pages of ledgers, taking bits of information with them. Arkansas county officials are often unable to tackle
the monumental challenges of preserving their historical records due to limited funding and the difficulties that they face in finding
time for “special projects,” while managing daily work.
Recently, the Arkansas State Archives assisted one county with a tough records problem. Howard County Judge Kevin Smith and his
staff partnered with the State Archives to tackle a challenge in the courthouse basement in Nashville. Recognizing that the situation in
his courthouse basement was beyond the scope of what he or his staff could safely handle, and keenly aware of the need to preserve
Howard County’s historical records, Judge Smith called on the Arkansas State Archives for assistance… To read the rest of this story,
please visit our blog.

News from NEARA

News from SARA

Looking for troublemakers in your family
tree? NEARA received a
donation of Lawrence
County Sheriff’s ledgers
which are open and
ready for research. The
four ledgers contain two
fee books and two jail
records, covering from
the 1920s to the 1970s.
The sheriff deputies
were meticulous in
recording the names of individuals, date of booking, when and to where
they departed. This includes if someone was transferred to the state
penitentiary, another county, or simply released.

Among the more recent donations to
SARA is a collection related to Bynum
Jerome Drake of Hempstead County.
The collection includes his World War I
uniform which is housed at the State
Archives in Little Rock, and a
photograph of him in uniform which is
housed at SARA. Mr. Drake was born
July 5, 1887, in Patmos, Arkansas, to
Bynum Jerome Drake and Rebecca
Josephine Pelt who were married in
Hempstead County in 1866. On June 5,
1917, at the age of 29, Bynum (junior)
registered for the WWI draft in
Hempstead County.
He listed his
occupation as Postmaster and was
If your ancestor was transferred to the state penitentiary, there are two described as tall and of medium build
ways to go about finding prison records. The Arkansas State Archives in with red hair and blue eyes. His service
Little Rock has prison records on microfilm where you can locate an was, appropriately, as a Private with the Military Postal Express
inmate’s prison number. After locating the prisoner number, you can Service, 5th Army Corps. He departed New York on the Armagh,
locate the prison record also on microfilm. This microfilm approximately August 15, 1918, and at war’s end sailed from Brest, France on the
covers 1879 to 1933, and 1960-1974.
USS Seattle on April 8, 1919. He married Ena V. Powell in Hempstead
County on June 26, 1920. The couple made their home in the Bodcaw
Should you need different years, you can also contact the Arkansas and Patmos communities in Hempstead County for the remainder of
Department of Corrections which keeps historic records on microfilm as their lives, and he continued in his occupation of working for the U.S.
well.
Postal Service. He and his wife Ena are both buried in the Macedonia
Cemetery near Patmos. One of their sons, the late Douglas Drake,
From court records to prison records, finding these “skeletons in the
donated the collection in 2015. SARA solicits donations relating to the
closet” can clear up family stories or create new ones. Remember,
everyone has trouble-makers in their family tree! To see the Lawrence twelve-county area of Southwest Arkansas, and now is an especially
County Sheriff’s ledgers, visit NEARA at 11 7 th St. Powhatan, AR or appropriate time to consider donating World War I related items. For
more information, please contact SARA’s Archival Manager, Melissa
contact NEARA northeast.archives@arkansas.gov and 870.878.6521.
Nesbitt, at melissa.nesbitt@arkansas.gov or call 870.983.2633.
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New at the ASA

ASA Celebrates African American Music Month
The Arkansas State Archives is celebrating African
American Music Month! When the State Archives
joined the Department of Arkansas Heritage, it
became a sister agency to the premier museum
featuring the roots of Arkansas’s African American
music,
the
Delta
Cultural
Center
in
Helena. Although most people are familiar with the
annual King Biscuit Blue Festival in Helena as well
as the historic radio broadcast, King Biscuit Time
hosted by “Sunshine” Sonny Payne every Friday
Joe Willie Wilkins, Joe “Pine Top”
morning on KFFA-AM, many people may not
Perkins, Sonny Boy Williamson,
Hugh Smith, James “Peck” Curtis, realize that the Arkansas State Archives holds in its
and Houston Stackhouse, King
collections a large number of photographs
Biscuit Time, 1944
documenting Arkansas’s African American music
history, including photographs of Sonny Boy
Williamson’s original King Biscuit Band, delta piano player Pinetop Perkins, and the
original KFFA guitarist Robert Lockwood, Jr., all of whom would go on to become
legendary musicians in the world of blues and rock and roll.
Many of those now famous blues and rock musicians from eastern Arkansas were
once faithful listeners of King Biscuit Time. Whether listening to the show on the
radio or going to see the show live in Helena, King Biscuit Time was undeniably
influential to young, up and coming musicians in that area. One of those young
listeners was Arkansas music legend Levon Helm, who grew up in Phillips County.
He recalled years later the influence King Biscuit Time had on him, saying, “On
Saturdays, if I could arrange to catch a ride, I’d go into Helena and I’d go to the radio
station…. Through the years, I’ve quickened the pace to a more rock and roll time
frame, but it still bases itself back at Peck Curtis and Sonny Boy and the King Biscuit
Boys.” Helm played with Ronnie Hawkins, Bob Dylan, and The Band.
The ASA is excited to be able to share material connected to this important aspect
of Arkansas’s African American history and to be able to celebrate the contributions
African American musicians have made to the cultural fabric of our state.

June 2017
Donations and Accessions
ASA
Haven of Rest Cemetery maps (four items)
Washington County Historical Society final grant report (.25 cu.
ft.)
Mike Ranking genealogical material (2 boxes)
Bethel AME Church 150th Anniversary Souvenir Journal
Camden African American Historical Markers Project final grant
report (.1 cu. ft.)
Wabbaseka Memorial 3rd Anniversary Celecbration DVD
SARA
Arkansas Pollution Control and Ecology Commission materials
(54 cu. ft.)
House Education Committee and House Agriculture Committee
member photographs
Secretary of State Records 2001-2008 (62 cu. ft.)

We appreciate the generous support of our donors!

A feature of roadtrips over the years has been sending postcards to loved ones back home. This month, we feature
a collection of postcards from the “Wish You Were Here” online postcard exhibit. To see the rest of the collection,
visit http://ahc.digital-ar.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16790coll7

Gathering Peaches at Siloam Springs, circa 1920

Interior of the Gravette Drug Company, 1910

Above the Clouds at Mount Nebo, circa 1900

Lumber Derrick and Railroad Bridge at Devall’s Bluff,
1920
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Little Rock’s City Hall, crowned by a now vanished copper
dome, circa 1910

